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	Class Information
	Instructor Information
	Important Dates

	Delivery:
	In Class
	Instructor:
	 Dr. Joseph Roso, PhD
	First Day of Class: 
	Jan 14

	Days:
	Wednesdays & Fridays
	Email:
	joseph.roso@ambrose.edu 
	Last Day to Add/Drop:
	Jan 25

	Time:
	9:45am – 11:00am
	Phone:
	1-403-407-9584
	Last Day to Withdraw:
	Mar 27

	Room:
	A2212
	Office:
	L2107
	Last Day to Apply for Coursework Extension:
	Apr 16

	Lab:
	N/A
	Office
Hours:
	1pm – 3pm, Tuesdays & Thursdays (and by appointment)
	Last Day of Class:
	Apr 15

	Final Exam:
	Saturday, April 18th @ 9am
	


Important Dates and Information
For a list of all important dates and information regarding participating in classes at Ambrose University, please refer to the Academic Calendar at https://ambrose.edu/academic-calendar . 

Course Description
Building on Classical Social Theory, this course examines the contributions of contemporary social theory since about 1940. Among other theories, this course emphasizes development in functionalist, conflict, social interactionist, social exchange, and post-modernism thought.

Expected Learning Outcomes
1. Understanding: You will understand major social theories which have influenced contemporary social thought. (Readings, Exams)
2. Research: You will be able to read, interpret, summarize, and evaluate sociological research, and connect that research to broader theoretical concepts. (Readings, Exams, Written Assignments, Presentation)
3. Analysis: You will be able to analyze and critique the major theoretical perspectives that have dominated 20th and early 21st century sociological thought. (Class Discussion, Written Assignments, Presentation)
4. Communication: You will develop oral and written communication skills. (Class Discussion, Written Assignments, Presentation)
5. Character: You will engage with diverse viewpoints and theories of society. (Readings, Class Discussions, Written Assignments, Presentation)
6. Professional Competence: You will develop and practice important skills such as discipline, critical thinking, self-regulation, and professional communication. (Readings, Written Assignments, Presentation, Exams)

Required Text
Barnes, Barry. 1995. The Elements of Social Theory. Princeton: Princeton University Press

All other readings will be made available via Moodle.

Course Schedule
	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Readings/Assignments

	
Part 1: Introduction


	1

Introductory Pleasantries
	Jan 14
	Introduction
	Review syllabus

	
	Jan 16
	What makes good theory?
	
Barnes, Introduction

Healy, “Fuck Nuance”


	
Part 2: “Solutions” to the Problem of Collective Action


	2

Individual Rationality and Emergent Structures
	Jan 21
	Individualism and Rational Choice
	Barnes Ch. 1

	
	Jan 23
	Social Exchange
	
Homans, “Social Behavior as Exchange”

Blau, selection from Exchange and Power in Social Life


	3

Functionalism
	Jan 28
	Functionalism
	Barnes Ch. 2

	
	Jan 30
	Can functionalism be saved?
	
Araújo and Ochoa, “How to Make a Functionalist Argument”


	4

Interactionism
	Feb 4
	Interactionism
	Barnes Ch. 3

	
	Feb 6
	Self-presentation
	
Goffman, selection from Presentation of Self in Everyday Life


	
	
* * * Collective Action Proposal Due February 7th @11:59pm * * *


	
5

Social Construction of Knowledge
	Feb 11
	Social Construction
	
Berger and Luckmann, selection from The Social Construction of Reality


	
	Feb 13
	Knowledge
	Barnes Ch. 4

	6
	Feb 18
	NO CLASS – READING WEEK

	
	Feb 20
	

	
7

Status Groups and Monopolistic Power

	Feb 24
	Status groups
	Barnes Ch. 5

	
	Feb 27
	Types of capital
	Bourdieu, “Forms of Capital”

	8

Intermediate Pleasantries
	Mar 4
	Midterm Exam
	

	
	Mar 6
	The Iron Cage of rationality
	Barnes Ch. 8 and Conclusion

	
	
* * * Collective Action Paper Due March 7th @ 11:59pm * * *


	
Part 3: Modernity and Decolonization


	9

Modernity
	Mar 11
	The lifeworld and modernity as a project
	
Habermas, “Modernity: An Unfinished Project” and “The Rationalization of the Lifeworld” (from Calhoun et al., Contemporary Social Theory, 3rd edition)


	
	Mar 13
	Reflexive Modernity
	
Giddens, selection from The Consequences of Modernity


	




10

Postmodernism and Poststructuralism






	Mar 18
	Postmodernism
	
Lyotard, selection from The Postmodern Condition: A Report on Knowledge

Sokal, “Transgressing the Boundaries: Toward a Transformative Hermeneutics of Quantum Gravity” [just skim this for fun – it’s a satire of postmodernism and intentionally incomprehensible nonsense]

Sokal, “Transgressing the Boundaries: An Afterword”


	
	Mar 20
	Poststructuralism and Power
	
Foucault, selection from Discipline and Punish


	11

Race and Gender
	Mar 25
	NO CLASS – AMBROSE RESEARCH CONFERENCE

	
	Mar 27
	Feminism and Standpoint Theory
	
Smith, selection from The Conceptual Practices of Power: A Feminist Sociology of Knowledge

Collins, selection from Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness and the Politics of Empowerment


	12

Race and Gender (cont.)
	Apr 1
	Racism
	
Fanon, selection from Black Skin, White Masks

Bonillia-Silva, selection from Racism Without Racists


	
	Apr 3
	NO CLASS – GOOD FRIDAY

	Part 4: Strange New Worlds

	13

Social media
	Apr 8
	The Medium is the Message
	
McLuhan, selection from Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man


	
	Apr 10
	Theorizing Social Media
	
Murthy, “Towards a Sociological Understanding of Social Media: Theorizing Twitter”


	
14

Concluding Pleasantries

	Apr 15
	Presentations and wrap-up
	

	Book Report Paper Due on April 16th @ 11:59pm

	Final Exam: April 18th  @ 9am



Requirements:
	Assignment
	Grade (%)
	Due Date
	Learning Outcomes

	Attendance, Participation, and Response Memos
	10%
	Ongoing
	1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

	Exams
	
	
	1, 2, 6

	   Midterm
	20%
	Mar 4
	

	   Final
	20%
	Apr 18
	

	  Collective Action Paper
	20%
	
	2, 3, 4, 5, 6

	  Book Report
	
	
	

	     Presentation
	10%
	
	2, 3, 4, 5, 6

	     Paper
	20%
	
	2, 3, 4, 5, 6


Unless otherwise specified, all written assignments are to be submitted in a .doc, .docx, or equivalent format. All assignments should be double-spaced with 1-inch margins all around, and be written in a 12-pt sensible font.

1) Attendance, Participation, and Discussion Questions (10%; Ongoing) 
You are expected to attend every class period and actively participate in the class. You have TWO (2) unexcused absences from class. Unexcused absences beyond the second will result in a 10% deduction from the attendance grade. Absences may be excused in the event of mandated university activities; family or medical emergencies; or similar extenuating circumstances. Arriving late to class or insufficient preparation/attention during a class period may result in failing to receive full credit for attendance during that class period. As part of class participation you are expected to come to class with a short response memo that does the following:

1. States (in 1-2 sentences) what you think the main point of the reading is.
2. Identifies 1-3 places where you are confused about the reading.
3. Raises 2-3 discussion questions for the class about the reading.

This memo is due at each class period and can be emailed, printed, or handwritten, and does not need to follow any particular format. Not turning in a memo, or turning in an insufficient memo, will result in not receiving full credit for your attendance that day. Late memos will not be accepted.

2) Exams (40% – 20% each; March 4th and April 18th)
There will be two exams: one midterm and one final. These exams are NOT explicitly cumulative and evaluate your knowledge of factual information presented in each half of the course. The midterm covers material from the beginning of the course through February 27th, and the final will cover material from March 6th through the end of the course (populism). Exams are conducted in-person in our classroom either during our regularly scheduled class time (for the midterm) or at our appointed final time (for the final). Exams are closed-book and will include 25 (equally weighted) multiple choice questions and three essay questions (from which you will choose two). There will be no difference in structure or length between the midterm and the final.

3) Collective Action Paper (20%; due March 6th @ 11:59pm)
A major theme of the first half of the course is the problem of collective action: i.e. why do people work together to achieve collective ends? In this paper, you will use one of the main theoretical perspectives we discuss (individualism, functionalism, or interactionism) to help explain a social movement or other example of collective action of your choice. A 1-page proposal for your paper is due on February 6th. In this proposal, you will specify the phenomenon you want to explore and the theoretical position you want to take when exploring the phenomenon. The paper should be about 5-6 pages long (double spaced) and do the following:

1. Describe the phenomenon you’ve chosen, including important background information. Explain what people were trying to collectively achieve.
2. Describe the theoretical perspective you chose, and how it explains collective action in general.
3. Describe how your theoretical perspective would explain the social movement you’ve chosen. Why would people make sacrifices to try and achieve their collective goal?
 
While there is no specific requirement to draw on scholarly sources, any claims or arguments the paper makes should be backed up by relevant facts and sources. Any sources cited should be cited using ASA format.

4) Book Report (30% total)
This class is really about 20th century social thought, and that is because we are not quite sure what will catch on in the 21st century. I have a assembled a list of sweeping books that try to say something about 21st century society. For this assignment, you will pick one book and conduct an in-depth book report. There are two graded components of this report: a presentation and a paper:
a. Presentation (10% of final grade, April 15th in class)
Give a roughly 20 minute presentation on your chosen book. The presentation should do the following:
	
1. Describe the key arguments of the book in detail (with specific references to text in the book where appropriate)
2. Connect the book’s arguments with at least two other theorists in the course. Whom would the book’s author(s) agree with? Whom would they disagree with? Why?
3. Critically assess the arguments of the book. Do you agree or disagree with the author(s)’ conclusions? Why?

b. Paper (20% of final grade, due April 16th @ 11:59pm)
Write a ~5 page paper (double-spaced) on your chosen book. The paper should accomplish the same goals as the presentation (see above). The paper should include specific quotes from the book, as well as other materials in the course to support the arguments of the paper. All sources should be cited properly using ASA format.

Attendance:
As described above, attendance is expected and will be a graded component of this course. Make sure you come to class having done the readings and prepared to engage. It is your responsibility to communicate to me any circumstances that emerge which may prevent you from attending class.

Statement on the Use of Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI):
The use of generative artificial intelligence (AI) tools in education is both controversial and rapidly evolving. In some cases, AI tools can contribute to student learning. In other cases, AI usage undermines the development of basic knowledge and skills. At Ambrose, the student use of generative AI tools is up to the discretion of each instructor. Whether these tools are prohibited entirely or allowed in part, any unauthorized use of them is considered Academic Misconduct (specifically, plagiarism), as per the Academic Calendar: https://ambrose.edu/undergrad-academic-calendar/academic-information/academic-misconduct-learning-environment. Please be aware that along with commonly used AI tools like ChatGPT, QuillBot, or Grammarly Pro, other generative AI tools are being built into commonly used software (e.g. Google Gemini, Microsoft Office Copilot, Apple Intelligence). When in doubt, please ask your instructor for clarification about which tools you can or cannot use.
In this course, every element of each course assessment must be fully prepared by students themselves. The use of generative AI in the preparation, completion, or editing of homework, assignments, exams, or any other form of assessment is prohibited. Use of generative AI tools will be treated as Academic Misconduct.
My rationale for this decision is as follows: The purpose of this (and every) course is to develop your intellectual skills. As with any skill, the only way to effectively improve is to practice. If you want to become stronger, you lift weights; if you want to play the piano better, you practice playing the piano; if you want to become a better chef, you cook regularly. Practice of this sort my seem rote and mundane, but it is essential for improvement. Intellectual skills are no different, and the way to improve intellectual skills is through academic practice such as the assignments in this course. Offloading any cognitively meaningful element of this intellectual practice (no matter how apparently mundane) undercuts the purpose of the assignment, and in fact the purpose of this entire institution. 
In cases where there is strong evidence of the unauthorized use of AI tools, I will award a zero on the assignment and notify you this decision on the feedback to your submission. If you cannot demonstrate that you did not use these tools, or if you do not respond within two business days, the grade of zero will remain and an Academic Dishonesty Report will be filed and submitted to the Registrar’s Office. A second violation will result in an automatic failure in the course.
Grade Summary:
The available letters for course grades are as follows:
	Percentage
	Grade
	Interpretation
	Grade Points

	96-100
	A+
	Excellent
	4.00

	91-95
	A
	
	4.00

	86-90
	A-
	
	3.70

	82-85
	B+
	Good
	3.30

	75-81
	B
	
	3.00

	72-74
	B-
	
	2.70

	68-71
	C+
	Satisfactory
	2.30

	63-67
	C
	
	2.00

	60-62
	C-
	
	1.70

	56-59
	D+
	Poor
	1.30

	50-55
	D
	Minimal Pass
	1.0

	0-49
	F
	Failure
	0.00

	-
	P
	Pass
	No grade points


Because of the nature of the Alpha 4.00 system, there can be no uniform University-wide conversion scale. The relationship between raw scores (e.g. percentages) and the resultant letter grade will depend on the nature of the course and the instructor’s assessment of the level of each class, compared to similar classes taught previously.

Please note that official final grades are only posted on the student registration system.
 
Class Policies
Communication
My goal in this class is to build an environment to maximize your learning and success. To this end, communication with me is critical. If you have any questions or concerns about an assignment, fear you are falling behind, or have thoughts about my Braves’ transactions this MLB offseason (I’m a big fan of the Kim signing), please reach out. I can only help you if I know you need help, and the only way for me to know if you need help is for you to reach out. Feel free to drop in during my office hours. If you are unavailable during that time connect with me and we can schedule an appointment.

Technology
Because I expect many of you will access the readings (including the textbook) electronically, and I recognize the utility of technology in taking and accessing notes, laptops and similar devices are allowed in the classroom. You may use your laptop to type up notes, but I nevertheless STRONGLY ENCOURAGE you to take handwritten notes (either on a tablet or paper). Empirical evidence (https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/why-writing-by-hand-is-better-for-memory-and-learning/) has shown that the process of writing notes by hand improves recall and brain connectivity because it forces you to process the information rather than quickly typing everything the lecturer says. Regardless, laptops and electronic devices are ONLY to be used for classroom purposes. 

Late Work
Written assignments submitted late will receive a 5% penalty for each day after the due date. Makeup exams will only be granted under extenuating circumstances. As noted above, late response memos will not be accepted.
Ambrose University Important Policies & Procedures:
It is the responsibility of all students to become familiar with and adhere to academic policies and student appeal process as stated in the Academic Calendar. The academic calendar can be found at ambrose.edu/academics/academic-calendar.
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Withdrawal From A Course
A formal application through the Office of the Registrar to be removed from a course prior to the Withdrawal deadline (see Academic Schedule) with the exception of students in the School of Education who must obtain approval from their faculty to withdraw from a course.

Coursework Extensions
Should a request for a time extension on coursework exceed the end of the term, a Coursework Extension Application must be completed and submitted to the Office of the Registrar. The extension (if granted) will be recorded on the student record. Extensions are granted at the discretion of the instructor and registrar. If granted, time extensions do not excuse you from a final examination where one has been scheduled for the course. More conditions apply.

Final Examinations
The dates for Final Examinations are noted in the Academic Schedule. Students and instructors must be available for examinations up to the last day of the examination period. Final examinations must be taken at the time specified in the official Examinations Timetable.

Final Examinations may be rescheduled through the Office of the Registrar only if the following circumstances are met:
· The scheduled final examination slot conflicts with another examination; or
· The scheduled final examination slot results in three consecutive examination periods.
Travel plans will not be considered an appropriate reason to request a revised final examination.
If you miss a final examination due to unforeseen circumstances, you must apply for a deferred final examination within 48 hours of the 
missed examination. If you are prevented from writing a final examination by illness or other extreme circumstances, you must apply to the Registrar for an alternate examination timeslot. Individual examinations are scheduled by the Office of the Registrar. All requests for deferral of a final examination due to health reasons must be accompanied by a letter from a physician.

Communication
Your Ambrose email account is the University’s primary and official mode of communication with you. Official notifications and communications from Ambrose will only be sent to your MyAmbrose address. Students are responsible for ensuring their MyAmbrose email address is set up prior to the start of their first term at Ambrose and are accountable for reading messages sent to their MyAmbrose email account, or delivered through their student portal, on a regular basis to ensure important information is not missed. Ambrose University is not responsible for your failure to receive important information delivered to your Ambrose email.

Recording of Lectures
The recording of lectures or any other classroom academic activity, other than an audio recording as an accommodation, is prohibited except at the discretion of the instructor. Any use other than that agreed upon with the instructor constitutes academic misconduct and may result in suspension or expulsion. Permission to allow a lecture recording is not a transfer of any copyrights, so such recordings may be used only for individual or group study with other students enrolled in the same class and may not be reproduced, transferred, distributed or displayed in any public or commercial manner. Student must destroy recordings in any, and all formats at the end of the semester in which they are enrolled in the class. All students recording lectures, must sign the Permission Form to audio record lectures which is available through the Office of the Registrar.

Academic Misconduct and Misconduct in the Learning Environment
Academic misconduct is taken seriously at Ambrose University as it undermines our academic standards and affects the integrity of each 
member of our learning community.
1. The University expects Students to conduct Academic Activities with integrity and intellectual honesty and to recognize the 
importance of pursuing and transmitting knowledge ethically.
2. Students who participate in, or encourage the commission of, Academic Misconduct will be subject to disciplinary action in 
accordance with this policy.
3. Students are expected to cooperate in investigations of allegations of Academic Misconduct. Obstructing an investigation may 
result in penalties under the Student Non-Academic Misconduct Policy.
4. The Registrar maintains exam regulations for all examinations administered by the Registrar’s Office. Exam invigilators or 
proctors are proxies for the course instructor. A Student’s failure to comply with these regulations will be investigated as an 
appeal of a Final Grade. 
5. Instructors will clearly communicate their expectations regarding conduct required of Students completing academic 
assessments in their courses. A Student’s failure to comply with those expectations will be investigated as potential Academic 
Misconduct.
6. In the Learning Environment (e.g., classroom setting), Students are responsible to conduct themselves in a manner that 
enhances, respects, and does not disrupt or bring harm or disrepute to Ambrose or Members of the University Community.
7. Standards of behaviour in the learning environment are understood to apply to all environments where learning activities occur 
(e.g., laboratories, classrooms, field trips, practicum settings). Learning is an active and interactive process, a joint venture 
between Student and instructor and between Student and Student. Some topics covered within a class may lead to strong reactions and opinions. It is important that Students understand that they are entitled to hold contradictory beliefs and that they should be encouraged to engage with these topics in a critical manner. Committing to this type of "active learning" significantly increases the learning experience for both teacher and Student, and reflects the Christian imperative to pursue truth, which lies at the heart of the Ambrose educational experience. However, active discussion of controversial topics will be undertaken with respect and empathy, which are the foundations of civil discourse in the learning environment.

Students who have been found responsible for committing Academic Misconduct or Misconduct in the Learning Environment may appeal 
the decision, and in some cases the sanctions, in accordance with the Academic Appeals Policy. However, sanctions requiring attendance 
at educational seminars and sanctions that are simply written warnings may only be appealed if the Student is also appealing the decision that they committed Academic Misconduct or Misconduct in the Learning Environment.
If an appeal is unsuccessful the original date of Suspension or Expulsion may take effect. If the Academic Appeals Committee decides that the original date is the appropriate one for a Suspension or Expulsion to take effect, the Student will not receive credit for Academic Activities completed pending the appeal decision.

Academic Appeals
A Student may appeal a decision made in response to final grades, academic misconduct, misconduct in the learning environment, 
academic probation or suspension on one or more of the following grounds: 
a. there is evidence available that was not considered in the decision and that may have otherwise affected the decision 
being appealed; or
b. the decision being appealed was made in a procedurally unfair way; or
c. the appropriate process, as outlined in the Academic Calendars, was not followed; or
d. the decision contained an error in the application of the relevant Academic Regulations.
In general, Final Grade decisions and decisions regarding Academic Misconduct, or Misconduct in the Learning Environment, or 
Academic Progression Matters should be made as close as possible to the level at which the academic competence resides.
Dissatisfaction with a decision or with a University, Faculty or School policy, procedure, regulation, or standard is not a Ground of Appeal.
In general, events or academic performance that occur after the date of the decision being appealed are not considered to be relevant 
new information.
A Student must exhaust all decision making and appeal processes at each level before submitting an appeal to the Academic Appeals 
Committee. Contact the Office of the Registrar for more information.

Privacy
Personal information (information about an individual that may be used to identify that individual) may be required as part of taking this class.  Any information collected will only be used and disclosed for the purpose for which the collection was intended.  For further information contact the Privacy Compliance Officer at privacy@ambrose.edu. 

Academic Success and Supports
Academic Accommodations
Ambrose recognizes its legal duty to provide reasonable academic accommodation to the point of undue hardship. This duty arises from human rights legislation, and failure to provide reasonable academic accommodation to a student with a documented disability may amount to discrimination under the Alberta Human Rights Act, RSA 2000, C A-25.5. Students with a disability who need an 
academic accommodation should contact Accessibility Services in the Student Academic Success office without delay.
See Accommodations and Accessibility Policy.

Learning Services
Learning Services provides support with 
· research and communication skills (e.g., writing a paper, researching, giving a presentation), and 
· subject-specific skills (e.g., solving a chemistry problem, reconciling a general ledger, understanding a philosophical argument). 
We offer workshops, one-to-one tutoring, and more, and all of our services are free to students currently enroled at Ambrose University. To learn more, please visit https://ambrose.edu/sas/learning-services. 

[bookmark: _Hlk165458590]Mental Health Support
We encourage students to build mental health supports and to reach out when help is needed. 
On Campus: 
· Counselling Services: ambrose.edu/counselling
· For immediate crisis support, there are staff on campus who are trained in Suicide Intervention Skills and can help you access mental health support. See https://ambrose.edu/student-life/crisissupport for a list of staff members.
· For additional wellness resources go to the Ambrose wellness page: https://ambrose.edu/wellness
Off Campus: 
· Distress Centre - 403-266-4357
· Alberta Mental Health Helpline - 1-877-303-2642 (Toll free)
· Sheldon Chumir Health Care Centre - 403-955-6200
· Emergency - 911

Sexual Violence Support 
We are committed to supporting students who have experienced gender based sexual violence in the past or while at Ambrose. Many of the staff, faculty, and student leaders have received Sexual Violence Response to Disclosure training. We will support you and help you find the resources you need and you can access information about reporting. Information about the Sexual Violence policy and on and off campus supports can be found on our website– ambrose.edu/sexual-violence-response-and-awareness.

Off Campus: 
· Alberta's Oneline for Sexual Violence - 1-866-403-8000 call or text
· Clinic: Sheldon Chumir Health Centre - 403-955-6200
· Calgary Communities Against Sexual Abuse - 403-237-5888
· Chat: www.calgarycasa.com

Note:  Students are strongly advised to retain this syllabus for their records.
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